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From the Editors:
No Shortage of Planning Challenges in NC
While a number of state and local governments
in the Southeast (and particularly in North Carolina)
are facing some of the largest budget shortfalls in
the last fifty years, planners continue to face serious
challenges in their local communities: stimulating
economic development while growing smarter,
creating economic opportunities in downtowns and
inner cities while promoting a more livable
environment, providing access to jobs while
ensuring a range of transportation options for
citizens. As one wave subsides, another emerges
to threaten the delicate sand castles that planners
attempt to build and manage.
This issue of the Carolina Planning Journal
reviews a variety of those challenges. In a stagnant
economy, stimulating inner-city entrepreneurial efforts
have gained even more importance for local economic
development. Anne Scorza gives an overview of
this challenge and its implications in Charlotte and
Greensboro, North Carolina. Charlotte's City Within
A City program has generated much enthusiasm for
replication in other parts of the state.
This issue features a pair of articles that address
the "livability" problem. Philip Hervey takes a different
look at Greensboro in the context of promoting a
walkable downtown. The article compares downtown
pedestrian-friendly design standards with recent
projects, finding common ground for improvement.
Another article, by Daniel Howe, examines smart
growth issues in a highly controversial permit process
for a mixed-use project in Raleigh. It provides a
firsthand look at how smart growth and livability can
take on very different meanings at the project level,
and how planners frequently find themselves at the
middle of such debates.
Promoting smart growth also carries regional
implications. Trip Pollard, a researcher at the
Southern Environmental Law Center, overviews
the urban sprawl issue in the Southeast region. High
population and economic growth have combined
with unwieldy land use and transportation polices
to generate a host of economic, social, and
environmental problems. Fortunately, a number of
reform options are available, although political and
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